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LET TER 


INHABITANT 


Of the PARISH of 


nd St. ANDREW's Holbourn, &c. 


the 


SIR, 


PON your being with 
Me, the other Night, and 
telling Me that the Cu- 
rate of your Pariſh had 
told the People, in ſome of his Diſ- 
ourſes from the Pulpit, that They 
muſt needs STAND UP at the 
icading of the Second Leſſor when 
aken out of the Goſpels, and alſo at 
A 2 the 


” — _ , — - Aagfac >, Tr Iu N 1 * * — , 
* 


CO 


the” Singing of the Palme, 2 Mes. 
Odneſſes , and deſiring me to give you 
my Opinion of theſe Matters; I (et 
my ſelf, when you were gone, tq 
conſi er them very ſeriouſly : And 
I have done it in ſuch a Manner and 
Method, as will not only ſhew you 
my Opinion, and the Grounds of it 
but may be uſeful to other Purpoſe; 

confeſs that neither the Man, nor 
the Geſtnre it ſelf, conſidered ſingly, 
is worth the taking any pains about 
But the Spirit of Impoſing is both 
Troubleſome and Milchievous, and 
ought to be carcfully watched again 
by all Men. Even Governors then 
{elves muſt always have Regard, u 
all their Orders and Injunctions, ti 
What 1s Uſeful, Edifving : and in 
ſome degree neceſſary : And The) 
who are the Wiſeſt and the Bel 
will ever take the greateſt Care tlic) 
can, to make their Laws and Rule 
ſuch as ſhall be the moſt ea ly com 
plied withal by plain and honeſt Fes 


ple, as they will certaiuly find tit 
mol 


moſt Content in ſuch Obedience. 
But that Private Men, without Au- 
thority, ſhould impoſe their particu- 
lar Fancies, upon their Equals, is ſo 
far from being to be Juſtißed, that 
it ought not to be Endured. 


Þ F all the Epiſcopal Churches 

in the World, antient and 
modern, of whoſe Liturgies we have 
any certain Knowledge, the Church 
of England, by Law eſtabliſhed, re- 
tains and uſes the feweſt Rites and 
Ceremonies, in her Forms of Publick 
Worſhip, . 


2. She might have uſed and re- 
tained more had She thought fit: 
For ſhe owns in Her 34th Article, 
that Exer) Particular, or National 
Church, may ordain, change, and a- 
boliſh Ceremonies, or Rites, ordained on- 
ly by Man's Authority, ſo that all 
things be done to edifying. 


3. Bur 


3. But of this Edifying She does 
not allow or make any Biſhop, Par. 
ſon, or Curate, to be the Judge, but 
has tied them down to certain Rules, 
which are (without ſome plain and 
urgent Reaſon to the contrary) to be 
obſerved '- by all in general who 
Officiate. 


4. Theſe Rules are all contained 
in the Rubrics of the Common Prayer, 
which are alſo now confirmed by the 
Laws of the Land. 


Whoſoever obſerves the Rules 
preſcribed in the Kubric, in reading 
the Publick Offices, does as much as 
he 1s required to do, either by the 
Church, or by the Law : Wholoever 
does leſs, is an Offender ; whoſoever 
does more, is a”. 1ynovator, and does it 
without Authority, and is fitter to be 
puniſhed than followed, and breaks the 
Unity of the Church in point of Ce- 


remony, 


4, a 
remony, preferring his own Opinion 
to the Judgment of the Church. 


6. If the Laity conform to the 
Rites and Ceremonies preſcribed in 
the Rubrics, they alſo do as much as 
is required of them. 


All the Ceremonies required 
of the Laity, are Kneeling at their 
Prayers, and Standing up at the Creed, 
or Confeſſion of their Faith: They 
who do this, do all that the Church 


requires. 


8. No Clergyman has Authority 
to tell the People they muſt do ore 
than the Church requires, which 
[peaks by her Rubrics. 


9. Altho' the Church allows, in 
fact and practice, more Ceremonies 
than are required by the Rubric; 
Jet is the Rubric ſtill the Rule and 
Law both to the Governours and the 
Governed, The firſt can neither com- 

| | mand 
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mand nor appoint ore; the latter 
are obliged to no more than the Rx: 


bric 1njoyns. 


10, Wholoever therefore tells the 
People that it is their Duty to ſtand « 
ap or to Ineel, where the Church re. It 
quires it not, tells them in effect, that 
he is Wiſer than the Church, and II 
knows what is better for them, than It. 
their Governours did, or do, who 0 
have it ſeems omitted and neglected IR 
to tell the People their Dit). Fc 


11. The Ceremonies allowed in 
Practice by the Church, tho' not in. 
joyned by the Rubric, were ſuch a: 
were in uſe in the Church, before Nane 
and when the Rubrics were made; 
and being found reaſonable, and ea- 
ſy, and becoming, were not inforced Pes 
by any new Law, but left in Poſlel- 
ſion of what force they had obtained 
by Cuſtom. And even there he who Hul 
chm lies not with theſe Ceremonies, eee. 
clicuds againſt no Law, but only 2. 


gainſt 


(9) 

, Þ gainſt Cuſtom, which yet a Prudent 
Man will not lightly do, when once 
it has obtained in General. 


12. This however ought not to 
encourage (much leſs will it au— 
. thorize) any private Perſon, to in- 
it troduce any new Ceremony into the 
d Publick Worſhip, upon pretence that 
in the New is as much injoyned as the 
10 NO, was, and that there is as good 
d Reaſon for the Oye, as for the Other. 

For though no Cuſtom that is youn- 

ger than a Law, ought to prevail 4- 
in Neainſt that Law, yet where there is 
in- Ino Law, Cuſtom ſupported by a ge- 
iera] practice of wile and good Men, 
and not oppoſed by their Superioure, 
becomes a ſort of Rule, and will not 
afily be tranſgreſſed by ſuchas love 
Decency and Order. And therctore 
i New Ceremony does not ſtand upon 
he ſame Foot with an Old one, be- 
wle it has not been generally well 
ceived, nor been confirmed by Cu- 


B {tom 


(109 
ſtom and Uſage ; thongh perhap 
there may be as good Realon for the 


New as for the Old. 


13. It was the Cuſtom at thi 
Beginning of Queen Elizabeth) 
Reign, for the People to flaw 
up at the Gloria Patri, and whe 
the Te Deum Jubilate, and th 
other Hymns were repeated; and 
the Cuſtom for the People til 
lay, Glory be to thee, O Lord. Th 
Church was in Poſſeſſion, as it were, 
of theſe things, and made no Rh 
concerning them, but left them to 
be continued or diſuſed, as it ſhoull 
happen, and ſo they continue to 
this Day. 


. /« 


14. But it was not then the Cu 
ſtom, nor has been ſince, for tie 
People to ſtand up, whilſt the Pſalm 
were Singing in Pariſh Churches; not 
whilſt the Second Leſſon was read 


ing tho it were out of one of ti 
) he 
Goſpeb 


72 


N 


Vas 


3. 


$5.8, 
Goſpels, either on Sundays, Holidays 
"Yor iVeek-days, and yet if we (ſhould 
go to examine the Keaſon of I hings, 
tis very likely. the Singing Pſalms 
4 would be found to be of greater Au- 
WW thority than the Te Deum it ſelf, al- 
tho it be the fineſt Hymn that was 
ver made by Man; aud 'tis more 
han likely that the Second Leſſon is 
2 much Goſpel, when read in the 
firſt Service, as when 'tis read in 
he Second Service after the Epiſtle. 
And 1 hope it will never come to be 
liſputed whether the Ex le is not 
s much the Word of God, and the 
Dictate of the Holy Ghoſt, as is the 
olpel which follows it. And cer- 
unly the Lords Prayer when read in 
he Second Leſſon (as it is Six times 
the Lear) is as much the Lords 
rayer, as when it is repeated both 
the Miniſter and People in the 
Jah Service, when both are obliged 
the Rubric to do it on their Knees, 
lich yer chey are not obliged to do, 
ten they hear it read as part of the 
B 2 Second 


KS, 
Second Leſſon : Which by the way, 
may help io correct that Diſturbance, 
which is occaſioned by ignorant pes 
ples getting up from their Seats and 
ſtanding on their Feet, when that 
Heavenly Prayer comes to be read 
in a Second Leſſon, which is neither 
1 joined by Authority, nor received 
by General Cuſtom, and muſt there. 
fore go for a Pr Ss Fancy, Which 
ought to find no place in Public 


Allemblics 


A Parity of Reaſon is 10 


3 {i fficicnt to introduce nevi 


Ceremonies upon, without 4xthorit) 
Rule, or (tom Pecple are muct 
at heir ir Liberty, in their Family « 
(„iet Pevolivis, but muſt not inno 
vote in Cenvregations. The Clerp 
oupht not to lead the People into re 
Ways, nor ſhould the People oll 
them, upon pretence of better Ed 
on. 


16 The firſt General Council 0 
was ever held 1 in the Chil. iu Wet 


a 


C13 3 


and the moſt eſteemed, was that of 


a 

4 Nice, and that decreed in the xxth 
eo. Canon, that all Chriſtians, every 
and where, ſhould ſay their Prayers, 
hat ſanding on their Feet ( and not Kneel- 


ead ing) every Sunday in the Year, and 
her every working Day beſides, betwixt 
ved Ezfter Day and Whitſunday. 


* 17. The Council Aſſigns no Rea- 
lick ſor for this, (as they need not) but 
they who lived then and a little at- 
ter, tell us it was, that the Chri- 
ſtians were thereby to ſhew, that 
they were Riſen with Chriſt. Now 
| certainly this Reaſon,  confidered 
in it felt, will hold altogether. 
as good, . ſtanding uf at Pray- 
ers, every Day in the Lear, as on 
any Week Day betwixt Eafter and 
Whitſuntide. But certainly, that 
Curate would have bcen held for an 
Audacious Perverſe Creature, who 
ſhould have cxhorted his People, to 
ſtand up at their Prayers all the Days 
in the Lent Seꝝſon, becauſe there was 
as 


14) 
as much reaſon to do ſo, before Eaſter 
Day, as after it; and becauſe the 
Council had not forbid the doing fo, 
and becauſe that fianding up is a Pol. 
ture of Reſpe& and of Attention, 
Private Men have notning to do, to 
aſſign Reaſons for introducing Cere- 
monies, of which there is no nced, 
and for doing which they have no 
Authority. 


18. But what, if, after all, theſe 
Innovations of ſtanding up at the 
reading the Second Leſſons and at the 
Singing Pſalms, be not ſincerely in- 
tended, for greater Decencies lake, 
and ſhewing more Reverence, and ex- 
citing greater Devotion, but meerly 
to ſtait up a New Diſtinction, and 
make a farther Difference betwixt 
thole who come to the Publick 
Worſhip in the ſame Place, and at 
the ſame time, with one another, 
but who are of different Parties, with 
reſpect to the King and State Affairs! 


You know in what Pariſh you arc, 
and 


(25-1 
and what ſort of People they are who 
chiefly promote thele Innovations, 
and are moſt forward to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by little Ceremonious Ob- 
„  {crvances ; and you alſo know what 
ung it is they incline to. 


19. The Lom. Church People, as 
they are called, are content, when 
they come to Church, to comply 
e Jich the Rules injoined by their 
je awful Governours, and to ſtand 
1- [or #neel or fit as they are bid to do 
- Iby Rule and Cuſtom ; but 'tis very 
„ likely that they will Scruple to join 
y in any New Ceremony, without Com- 
4 Wand of Authority, as well becauſe 
they care not to be impoſed upon by 
any Private Fancy, as becaule theſe 
movators are by no means acceptable 
0 them. 


4 They 


1 


They will therefore do as they uſed 
to do, and ſo they will be marked 
and Law for Low-Church People, 
which will have ſuch Conſequence | 
at Church, as other Marks ot Diſ. 
tinction have in other Places; the. 
Miſchief of which has been enough, II 
one would think, already, and need: 
no Augmentation. 


b 
My Advice is therefore, that you 
do not leave the Pariſh- Church, be 
cauſe of theſe New - fangled 22 
fries; but reſort thither, as time) 
and as conſtantly as you have hi 
therto done; and behave your 
ſelf as well, as ſeriouſly and de: 
voutly as you uſed ro do; and 
have no manner of regard to whul 
you lee others do, as to the Cet 
monial art, it it be not appointed 
by the Rubrick. or approved i 
Cultom, which you have hithert 


been guided by in the Publick 15 * 


„ 
ſhip. And that you may the better 
ſed Mice how little Countenance or En- 
ed I couragement is to be given, even by 
le. private People, to any Innovations 
ces Jin the Church: I will ſhew you in 
iſ. Wa few Words, the Rite and Origine 


the Jof one or two of the molt corrupt 


practices of the Church of Rome. 


Some Hundreds of Years had paſt, 
beforeany Picture, Image or Statue of 

you Saint, was Placed in any Chriſtian 
be-M Church , throughout the World ; 
in cho it is not unlikely that there 
cl) were both in other places for Orna- 
br ment and Honour. It came at length 
ul into a Painter's Head, to repreſent, 
in as lively a manner as he could, 
the Sufferings of a Martyr d Saint, 
to which the Church was dedi-ated, 
l. e. by whole Name it was called; 
and to hang this Piece in lome con— 


ſoicuous place within it. Wiſe Men 


erg. 


n r at the Picture, but at the ſetting 


4 it 


were offended with the Novelty; 


. 
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it up, in the Church but the Com- 
mon People were mightily pleaſed 
with it, and ſaid that Pictures were 
the only Books which they could 
read; and found themſelves much 
edified by ſeeing how the Saints had 
glorified God, and confirm'd the 
Faith by their Conſtancy in ſuffering 
and enduring Torments for the ſake 
of Chriſt: And could ſuch good 
Thoughts, and Noble Reſolutions, be 
better raiſed in them than at Church, 
where they met ſo often to worſhip 
God ! And therefore ſuch good Pic- 
tures were moſt properly placed in 
Churches. There lived hard by a 
very devout Statuary, who excelled 
in carving Images both of Stone and 
Wood, who ſeeing the People 1o 
mightily taken with the Picture, ask- 
ed them, one day, whether an Im 
age, of their Patron-Saint, Carved 
out of fine Marble, and placed in 
a convenient Niche within theChurch, 
would not excite the ſame good 


Tho ughts, 


A 99 3 
Thoughts, and good Remembrances 
- W in their Minds, that the Picture did, 
I the Colours of which would, in 
e W time, fade much, and wear away; 
d Wind hearing nothing to the contrary, 
h I he ſet it up, and was commended 
d for his Zeal and Benefaction by them: 
e And great gazing there was at it; 
is Wnone of them making any exception 
Ke Ito an Image, which they could not 
d make to a Picture both ſeem'd alike 
be Innocent; alike uſeful; and alike 
'h, proper, to excite good Thoughts,and 


ip devout Affections in the Minds of 
c- Winch as look d on them. 


It was not Jong after, that a Man 
of Quality and great Wealth, order- 
d the Statuary to make the fineſt 
Image he could of Chriſt our Lord, 
ind fix it on 4 Croſs, with all the 
arks of Sorrow, and moſt painful 
gonies that could be poſſibly ex- 


reſled in ſuch a Work, and p ace it 
ch, In the Eaſtern Light, towards which 
C 


2 he 


6560 
he ſaw the People generally turn in 
their Acts of Worſhip. This was ac- 
cordingly done, and the People were 


very fond ct this new Help to ther 


Devotion. Here was the —_ of 
Saints himſelf, they ſaid ; here they 


were hourly put in mind of their 
Sins, which colt their Saviour al 
the bitter Pains he underwent upor 
the Crois, for their Redemption, 
wich were ſo lively expreſſed in 
this good Image, that they could 
never vicw it well, without Com 
pui Gion ct Heart within, and knock 
ir gef their Breaſts without, and o. 
ther Tokens cf Repentance. The 
Gentleman's Wife, and eldeſt Son, 
beſought bim, cut cf pure Devo 
tion, that our Lord might not b 
worle attended in the Church, thi 
he was upon Mount Calvary, are 
hereupon there was another Image 
made to repreſent his moſt afflicted 
Mother, and placed on his right Side; 
and another on his left, namely hi 
| id 
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C 21 ) 
moſt beloved Diſciple John, for ſo it 
was found to be in the Goſpel; and 
thus the Church was furniſhed with 
Books for the Laity to read and me- 
ditate upon; and it was not long be- 
fore they bowed their Heads; Incenſ- 
ed them; and Kneeled and ſaid their 
Prayers before them. Under the Sta- 
tue of the Patron Saint, was his 
Tomb of Black Marble, in which 
the precious Reliques of this holy 
Martyr were depoſited, i. c. the 
Bones that were not Burnt to Aſhes, 
together with ſome Aſhes of his 
Body that had been conſumed by 
Fire: At this Tomb the People 
choſe to ſay their Prayers ratherthan 
in any other part of the Church, be- 
cauſe they had heard that the Saint 
himſelf had Knceled in the place 
where his Tomb ſtood, when he of- 
tered up his Life to God. This 
Tomb the People prayed at conſtant- 
ly for whatever they wanted at God's 
Hands. One prayed for a lick Child, 


and 


1 
and another for a dying Husband 
and another for the Cure of a Diſ. 
eaſe, under which ſhe had long la 
boured : And it ſo pleaſed God that 
their Prayers were heard and granted 
in their ſeveral Kinds; and then it 
came into- their Heads, that their 
Prayers were the rather heard for 
their being put up at the Tomb of 
this good Saint ; and that more Peo- 
ple had been heard in what they 
asked, at this Tomb, than in any 
other place or part of the Church; 
and when they reaſoned among them- 
ſelves how, or why this ſhould 
be? They were told, that God 
might intend thereby to glorify his 
Saints, and to ſhew how precious 
their Death was in his Sight: And 
there were ſome, who doubted not 
to affirm, that the Saint himſelf did 
certainly intercede with God, in their 
behaif; For who (laid they) can 
think that the Saints in Heaven 
ſhould fit and do nothing? And Pei 


can 


(23) 
can they do any thing better and 
more befitting them, \ pray for 
thoſe who live on Earth, and want 
al manner of Comfort and Aſſiſtance? 
and can any Prayers be more ac- 
ceptable to God, than ſach as the 
Church Triumphant puts up for 
their Fellow-members of the Church 
Militant? And can any Prayers 
be ſooner heard, than what his 
Favorite Saints who died for the 
Truth, put up? And when it was 
made ſo clear, by theſe Deductions, 
hat the Saints did undoubtedly in- 
tercede with God, for their Fellow 
Chriſtians on the Earth, it was very 
aly for the People then' to ask of 
bod, that he would grant them 
their Requeſts, at and for the inter- 
ſon, more eſpecially of theſe 
aints, his faithful Servants, whole 
Merits might prevail for what their 
on Unworthineſs had made them 
neither dare to ask, nor fit to re- 
tive. And when theſe People had 


at 


(24) 

at any time, received at God's 
Hands, what they had asked through 
the Interceſſion of the Saints, it was 
very natural, for Ignorant unthink- 
ing Heads, to conclude, that God 
had truly granted what they had 
asked, for the ſake of that Saints; 
Interceſſion, which yet is no Conſe- 

quence at all, fince God might 


grant it for his owa Mercies fake, 


ever Bleſſed Son; but this the Peope 
did not mind, the Saints Interceſſ- 
on was the Means they uſed laſt, Wl i 
and having found, as they thought, 

the Effects of it, they looked not 
farther. But things did not long 
ſtand here; the People were not 
content to pray to God, to grant 
them what they wanted, for the 
Merits ſake, and at the Interceſſion 
of the Saints, but they prayed to 
thoſe very Saints themlelves, that 
they would intercede with God to 


grant them what they wanted. t: 
This 


| 
| 
| 
and through the Interceſſion of his 
l 


( 25 ) 
This was a wide Step indeed, and a 
great Change. The paſſage from the 
one Practice to the other , was not 
ealy, natural, or conſequential ; But 
duperſtition got over it quickly, 
and fancied there was but a little 
difference, betwixt Peoples praying 
to God to hear the Saints praying 
for them, and the praying to the 
Saints that they would pray to God 
for them ; whereas there is the 
wideſt difference in the World 
betwixt thoſe two Prayers; the one 
is directed to God, the ſole proper 
Object, Omnipreſent and Omnipo- 
tent; the other to Creatures only 
preſent in one Place, and of them- 
ſelves able to do nothing. But theſe 
were Scruples that never troubled 
thole good People, they had a 
Faith that ſwallowed every thing, 
and ſeemed not to value Conle- 
quences at all. To the Tomb they 
came, and prayed the Saint to pray 
to God for whatever good Things 
D they 
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(26) 
they wanted; and when this Practice 
came to be conteſted a little, it 
was juſtified, as done out of pure 
Humility, becauſe they were unwor- 
thy to approach to God by Prayer, 
themſelves in Perſon ; and there- 
fore did it by the Mediation of 
Saints their Interceſſors. Well, in 
{ome reaſonable time, inſtead of 
praying the Saint to pray to God 
to give them this or that, they 
came to praying the Saint direct 
ly and downright to beſtow this 
or that Bleſſing on them Himſelf : 
They thought it was too much 
round about, to ſay, O Apollonia, 
pray to Cod to Cure me of the T o8th: 
ach, and they ſaid directly, O pot 
loma, Cure me, I leſcech thee, of the 
T ooth-ach. But being hard put to 
it to defend this Practice, they faid 
they meant no more but to in- 
treat her to pray to God for them; 
and all the good Writers of that 


corrupt Church, who have any 
Senle 


(27 
Senſe or Virtue left, deſire to have 
all the Prayers that are put up to 
the Saints, to be underſtood to 
mean no more than a bare Ora pro 
nobis, or,--- Pray for Us; Which is, in- 
deed, impoſſible to be done, by Pec- 
ple that can read and underſtand. 
But my Deſign was not to diſpute 
about any Thing, but to ſhew how 
one practice draws on another, not 
near ſo Innocent as the firſt, till at 
ength they come to Things ridicu- 
lous, abſurd, and never to be juſti- 


is ed. And therefore that a Stand is 


Ido be made at firſt againſt- all man- 
ch Fer of Innovations in the Publick 
| Worſhip, that are not authorized 


by the Governours of the Church, 
who have the Power of ordering 
He Four Behaviour there, let them pre- 
to tend to be never ſo Reaſonable, io 
Decent, or Convenient. The Curate 
of the Pariſh is no more to judge 
what is Reaſonable, Decent, or 
Convenient, in the Publick Wor- 


D 2 ſhip, 
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e 
ſhip, than the Clark, or any Lay- 
man of the Pariſh is; and there 
is not a Layman in the Pariſh who 
has not as much Right to Oppoſe, 
as the Curate has to Impoſe any 
new Rite, Ceremony, or Poſture, 
in the Publick Worſhip : Andwhen- 
ever he ſhews you hiz Commiſſion 
ſo to do, I'll undertake to ſhew 
him yours, to withſtand him. But 
you are afraid of being ſingular, 
Where is the Singularity of doing 
as you always uſed to do, and as 
the reſt of the Congregation uled 
to do, before theſe eto Liohts came 
amongſt you! Why is your Fx 
riſh Singular in doing what the re 
of the Pariſhes both in the City 
and the Suburbs do not? But what 
is the Harm of ſtanding up? None 
at all. And what is the Harm of 
ſitting as you uſed to do? Wiy 
did the Curate make the People 
change that Poſture? There is in- 


deed no Harm in either Poſture 
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nor any great Good; but there is 
Harm in yielding to the Impoſing 
Hirit of any private Man, in the 
Publick Worſhip. And whoſoever 
reads with any Obſervation , will 
lind it was at firſt, the ſingle O- 
pinion or ſingle Practice of ſome 
Private Man ( and perhaps a ve- 
u good Man too) that laid 
the Foundation of all the Superſti- 
tous Practices that prevail amongſt 
the corrupt Part of Chriſtians, now 
in the World, They were at firſt 
Imocent enough, and for a while 
they continued Toleralle; but by 
degrees, and adding one thing to an- 
other, they came at laſt to the paſs 
we now {ce them in; and who can 
tell at what time the Impoſitions 
of private Fancies are to be with- 
ſtood, if not at fiſt? And can any 
one tell where they will ſtop, if pri- 
vate Men may not witkitand them? 
Who can tell us, why this Curate 
ſhould not in time, exhort the 
_ © Gentlemen 


E 
Gentlemen of Hollourn, to do as the 
Gentlemen of Poland do, i. e. dran 
ou their Swords, when tkey repeat 
the Creed, to ſhew how ready they 
are to defend the Faith of Chriſt a. 
gainſt all Oppoſers? This is a very 
ſignificant Ceremony, and makes a 
fine Show ; and I will undertake, 
that he has as much Reaſon, and 3 
much Authority, to exhort them to 
the one, as he has to tell them they 
muſt ſtand up, when the Pſalms arc 
Singing ſince it is neither the Cuſtom 
of other Churches, ſo to do, nor yet 
injoined by Competent Authority. 


Since you know me well, I need 
not tell you, that I have very little 
Concern either for this Poſture, Or 4- 
gainſt the other. I uſe them both as 
it happens, either for my Eaſe or Con- 
venience; and I lay no Streſs on ei 
ther. But I am very Zealous againſt 
the Pride of Stmgularity, Private fan. 
cies, and Jomovations in Matters rela- 
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ting 
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auang to the Publick Worſhip of God; 
earfland I would have you ſo too; and 
hey the more ſo, becauſe there is a bold, 
a. laring, Innovating Spirit, got of late 
ery ears among the Young, unlearned, 
s a njudicious part of the Clergy, which 
ke, If not timely repreſſed, and cheked, 
| 35 {vill give diſturbance both to the 
to Church and State, and therefore I 
would have them receive no manner 
of Countenance, or Encouragement, 
om any ones Submiſſion, Imitation, 
r Example. 


Let us obey God, without Reſerve ; 
nie King, according to Law ; and 
bur Feeliſoa ical Covernours, as far 
s we can with a good Conſcience 
o. But when a Private Man ſhall 
id us do, what neither Cod, nor the 
ne, nor the Li ſhop, requires of 
s; it will be very Civil, if we on- 
2u- tell him he is Impertment. 
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